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applaud it, but hot passion might have harmed you as it has done me for the hour.   Indeed, it was in view of this very event that I went at all. With the invocation of every blessing upon you and yours,
am'                 Your Friend, BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Genl.
From General Weitzel to General Butler
CINCINNATI, January 25th, 1865 [Not in chronological order]
MY DEAR GENERAL: For the first time my business here has given me opportunity to write to you.
I was so astonished at your removal, and so sad and sorry for it, that my young wife often called my attention to it. I feel that in command of the 25th Corps, I am now adrift, and will have to fight every one.
Birney wrote me last night that several general officers were trying their utmost to get my position, that the East wind was blowing chilly for me just now, and that I had better fortify myself. And all this probably because Fort Fisher was taken by assault.
Such another piece of fool-luck is not known in the history of the world. 2200 men in a strong work taken by about 5000. Who has ever heard of it before? Can either the army of the Potomac, or Sherman's army show anything like this assault, or has there been anything like it before? There has not. But was it not slaughter? Why did not Porter run in a few of his boats? He would have lost less men than he did trying to board the fort with cutlasses wett-sharpened, and he would have thus saved nearly the entire army lost. For that reason I say Porter has caused a useless slaughter of life, and it should be known to the people. He had several vessels in his fleet that had been blockade runners. They were in and out by the darkest nights. Why would they not have been shoved in after he had silenced the fort, and thus saved the bloody assault?
I am surprised that I have not been summoned before the Committee on the conduct of the war.
I return to my post on Sunday night. I will reach the fort on Wednesday next. What my fate will be I do not know. To serve under Ord is bad enough.
I am very sorry, General, that you never showed me that letter of instructions from Gen. Grant to you. I knew nothing of it until I saw it in papers. My wife feels as badly over